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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-4, 6-7, 9-10 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Fukuda Hisashi (JP 10-153631) in view of applicant admitted prior art 

(Figs 1-2). 

Regarding to claim 1, Fukuda Hisashi et al ('JP 10-153631) disclose a panel 
inspection device (see Fig. 1) for inspecting a display panel (23), wherein the display 
panel (23) has a side on which a panel electrode group (electrode groups 25a-25e) is 
arranged, the panel inspection device comprising: 

an inspection unit (31a-31e) including an inspection electrode (inspection probes 
33a-33e), wherein the inspection unit (31a-31e) causes the inspection electrode 
(inspection probe s 33a-33e) to contact panel electrode group (electrode groups 25a- 
25e) and moves in a direction (see paragraph 0037, line 3, longitudinal direction") 
perpendicular the side of display panel (23); and 

a pressurizing mechanism (See Fig 2, "press means" 37,38,39 and paragraph 
0036) for pressing the inspection electrode (inspection probe s 33a-33e) against the 
panel electrode group (electrode groups 25a-25e), wherein the pressurizing mechanism 
moves independently in a direction (see paragraph 0037, line 3, longitudinal direction") 
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perpendicular to the side of the display panel (23) in a state in which the inspection unit 
(31a-31e) is arranged at a position where the inspection electrode (inspection probe s 
33a-33e) contacts the panel electrode group (electrode groups 25a-25e). Moreover, 
Fukuda Hisashi et al ('JP 10-153631) disclose that their pressurizing mechanism 
includes a pivotally movable pressure lever 37 (see Fig. 2). 

Fukuda Hisashi et al ('JP 10-153631) do not teach the added feature in amended 
claim 1 that the pressuring mechanism includes a pair of pivotally movable pressuring 
levers. 

Applicant's admitted prior art (see Figs 1-2) clearly shows that a pressuring 
mechanism for a conventional penal inspection comprising an upper pressurizing lever 
84 and a lower pressurizing lever 85. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the claimed invention was made to modify Hisashi et al ('JP 10-1 53631 )'s 
pressurizing mechanism to include a pair of pivotally movable pressurizing levers as 
disclosed by the admitted prior art instead of one pivotally movable pressurizing lever 
for the purpose of holding the display panel for inspection because duplication of the 
pivotally movable pressurizing lever would have been within the level of ordinary skill in 
the art (see MPEP 2144.04 VI). 

2. Regarding to claim 2, the applicant admitted prior art Fig. 1 1 B exclusively shows 
that an inspection electrode 25a is fastening to "the inspection unit" (54a) in a state 
inclined toward the display panel (23a) by a predetermined angle (f2). 
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3. Regarding to clam 3, Fukuda Hisashi et al ( ( JP 10-153631) further disclose a 
positioning device (see Fig .1, 35a-35e) connected to the inspection unit (31a-31e); and 
a jig (43) for supporting the positioning device (35a-35e), wherein the positioning device 
(35a-35e) is secured to the jig (43) in correspondence with the panel electrode group 
(electrode groups 25a-25e). 

4. Regarding to clam 4, Fukuda Hisashi et al ('JP 10-153631) disclose that their 
panel electrode groups (electrode groups 25a-25e) are formed in accordance with the 
dimension of the display panel (see Fig. 1), the panel electrode groups (electrode 
groups 25a-25e) are spaced from one another by a predetermined pitch (see paragraph 
0030), the positioning device (35a-35e) is one of a plurality of positioning devices 
provided in correspondence with the panel electrode groups (electrode groups 25a- 
25e), and the positioning devices (35a-35e) are secured to the jig (43) spaced from 
one another by a predetermined pitch (see paragraph 0043). 

5. Regarding to clam 6, Fukuda Hisashi et al ('JP 10-153631) disclose that their 
display panel is either one of a first display panel (23) having a first size (see paragraph 
0043, "the examined panel 23 expands" and see Fig. 1 "L1") and including a plurality of 
first panel electrode groups (electrode groups 25a-25e) or a second display panel (see 
paragraph 0043, "the examined panel 23... contract" and see Fig. 1 " L") having a 
second size differing from the first size and including a plurality of second panel 
electrode groups (electrode groups 25a-25e ), and the jig (43) is either one of a first jig 
(43) adapted to the first display panel (L1 ) or a second jig (43) adapted to the second 
display panel (L), the first jig (43) including a plurality of first positioning devices (35a- 
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35e) prearranged at positions corresponding a the plurality of first panel electrode 
groups, and the second jig (43) including a plurality of second positioning devices (35a- 
35e) prearranged at positions corresponding to the second panel electrode groups 
(electrode groups 25a-25e and see Fig 1 and paragraph 0029-0032). 
6. Regarding to clam 7, Fukuda Hisashi et al ('JP 10-153631) further disclose an 
adjusting means (guide rails 34a-34e, joint section55 and screw 54) arranged on the 
positioning device (35a-35e) and finely adjusting the position of the inspection unit (31a- 
31 e) by moving the inspection unit (31a-31e) along the side of the display panel (23) 
(see Fig. 4, and paragraphs 0034 and 0067). 

7 Regarding to claims 9-10, the applicant's admitted prior art Fig. 2 exclusively 
shows a drive circuit (87), a relay printed circuit (88), a connector (electrical cable joint) 
connected to the relay printed circuit (88) and to the driver circuit (87), and a passage 
(86) enabling passage of the relay printed circuit (88) that is formed on one of two 
pressuring levers (84, 85). 

8. Regarding to claim 15, Fukuda Hisashi et al ('JP 10-153631) disclose a panel 
inspection device (see Fig. 1) for inspecting a display panel (23), wherein the display 
panel has a side on which a plurality of panel electrode group (electrode groups 25a- 
25e) is arranged, the panel inspection device comprising: 

A plurality of inspection unit (31a-31e) including an inspection electrode 
(inspection probes 33a-33e), wherein the inspection unit (31a-31e) causes the 
inspection electrode (inspection probe s 33a-33e) to contact panel electrode group 
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(electrode groups 25a-25e) and moves in a direction (see paragraph 0037, line 3, 
longitudinal direction") perpendicular to the side of display panel (23); and 

a plurality of pressurizing mechanisms (See Fig 2, "press means" 37,38,39 and 
paragraph 0036) for pressing the inspection electrodes (inspection probe s 33a-33e) 
against the panel electrode group (electrode groups 25a-25e), wherein the pressurizing 
mechanism moves independently in a direction (see paragraph 0037, line 3, longitudinal 
direction") perpendicular to the side of the display panel (23) in a state in which the 
inspection unit (31a-31e) is arranged at a position where the inspection electrode 
(inspection probe s 33a-33e) contacts the panel electrode group (electrode groups 25a- 
25e). Moreover, Fukuda Hisashi et al ('JP 10-153631) disclose that their pressurizing 
mechanisms each include a pivotally movable pressure lever 37 (see Fig. 2). 

Fukuda Hisashi et al ('JP 10-153631) do not teach the added feature in amended 
claim 1 that the pressuring mechanisms each includes a pair of pivotally movable 
pressuring levers. 

Applicant's admitted prior art (see Figs 1-2) clearly shows that a pressuring 
mechanism for a conventional penal inspection comprising an upper pressurizing lever 
84 and a lower pressurizing lever 85. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the claimed invention was made to modify Hisashi et al ('JP 10-1 53631 )'s 
pressurizing mechanisms so that each pressurizing mechanism includes a pair of 
pivotally movable pressurizing levers as disclosed by the admitted prior art instead of 
one pivotally movable pressurizing lever for the purpose of holding the display panel for 



Application/Control Number: 10/014,369 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2829 

inspection because duplication of the pivotally movable pressurizing lever would have 
been within the level of ordinary skill in the art (see MPEP 2144.04 VI). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
9. Claims 5,8,1 1-14 and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter. Claims 5,8,1 1-14 are indicated allowable because the claimed features that the 
jig includes a surplus position device separated from the positioning devices recited in 
claim 5 and 16, the two pressuring levers move toward the display panel in a first 
direction that is perpendicular to the one side of the display panel and moves away from 
the display panel in a second direction that is opposite the first direction recited in claim 
8, the pivoting amount adjusting element for the upper pressurizing lever recited in claim 
11-12 and the fulcrum block for supporting the two pressurizing levers recited in claims 
13-14 are not taught and suggested by the prior art. 

Response to Amendment 

1 0. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Emily Y. Chan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1956. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nestor Ramirez can be reached on 571-272-2034. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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